
Sp Spells words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught.

Sp Spells common exception words and days of the week.

H
Begins to form lower case letters in the correct direction, understanding which letters belong to which handwriting families, and forms 

capital letters and digits 0-9. 

Alph
Names the letters of the alphabet in order and uses letter names to 

distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound. 

Sp
Uses and understands plural noun suffixes –s and –es (dog, dogs, wish, wishes). Knows that suffixes can be added to verbs (helping, helped, 

helper) and how the prefix un– changes the meaning of words (unkind). 

W,S,T Knows words combine to make sentences and can sequence sentences to form short narratives. 

W,S,T Joins words and clauses using and.

W,S,T Uses capital letter for: names, places, days of week and personal pronoun I. 

P Separates words with spaces.

P
Begins to use capital letters, full stops, question marks and 

exclamation marks to demarcate sentences.

Writer Says out loud what they are going to write about. 

Writer Composes a sentence orally before writing it. 

Writer Actively engages in role play to explore characters and language. 

Writer Writes from memory simple sentences dictated by teacher inc. GPCs and common exception words. 

Writer Sequence sentences to form short narratives. 

Writer Drafts ideas before writing.  

Writer Re-read what they have written to check it makes sense. 

Writer Makes improvements to their own writing based on feedback. 

Writer Discusses own writing with teacher and other pupils. 

Writer Reads aloud writing clearly enough to be heard. 

Year 1

Working at greater depth

Can apply a range of the above skills confidently in a range of contexts.



Sp Spells words with alternative graphemes for knownphonemes (English appendix 1). Including common homophones.

Sp Spells common exception words. 

H Forms lower case and capital letters of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another.

Sp Uses the possessive apostrophe with singular nouns and spells words with contracted forms. 

Sp
Adds suffixes –ed, -er, -est & -ing to words ending in y and suffixes –ment, 

-ness, -ful, -less & -ly to root words. 

W,S,T Uses expanded noun phrases to expand and specify. 

W,S,T Uses subordination (when, if, that, because) and coordination (or, and, but) 

W,S,T Uses the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including progressive form. 

P Uses full stops, capital letters and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences.

P Uses commas to separate items in a list.

Writer Says out loud what they are going to write about. 

Writer Writes down ideas and/or key ideas including new vocabulary. 

Writer Draws on  ideas and vocabulary from books they have read and have had read to them.  

Writer Writes from memory simple sentences dictated by teacher inc. GPCs, common exception words & punctuation. 

Writer Writes sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command. 

Writer Use think alouds before each sentence.

Writer Re-reading to check writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are used correctly. 

Writer Evaluates and makes improvements to their own writing based on feedback. 

Writer Reads aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation. 

Writer Shows positive attitude & stamina for writing through: narratives about own & others experiences, real events, poetry & different purposes. 

Year 2

Working at greater depth

Can apply a range of the above skills confidently in a range of contexts.



H Can usually use diagonal and horizontal strokes to join handwriting and understands which letters are best left un-joined

H Can generally write legibly and neatly, mainly with joined handwriting

Sp Can spell words ending -sion, -ure, and ei, words with 'y' within them and with 'ou'. Spells 50/100 of common misspelt words

W,S,T Can use a more varied and rich vocabulary  (should be words not usually used by a child of that age and not technical words taught as part of topic)

W,S,T Can use article a and an correctly

W,S,T Can extend sentences using some conjunctions or prepositions of time  e.g. before, after a while, during, next, soon

W,S,T Can extend sentences using a range of conjunctions of cause e.g. explanation conjunctions – because, so

W,S,T Can use present perfect form of verbs e.g. He has gone out to play. Instead of He went out to play.

W,S,T Can use adjectives and adverbs for description

W,S,T Can use figurative language e.g. onomatopoeia, simile

W,S,T Can sometimes use pronouns appropriately to avoid the awkward repetition of nouns

W,S,T Can usually use correct grammatical constructions in sentences  e.g. noun and verb generally agree etc.

P
Can use most punctuation accurately, including full stops and capital letters and at least 2 of the following in 1 piece of writing: question mark, 

exclamation mark, comma, apostrophe (for possession)

P Can use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech

Writer Can write for a range of real purposes and audiences e.g. narrative, explanation and description

Writer Can produce work which is organised, imaginative and clear  e.g. simple opening and ending

Writer Can compose & rehearse sentences orally

Writer Can create a plan and use it to support writing

Writer Can proof-read for errors and make improvements to writing e.g. add missing words or punctuation, add adjectives or adverbs

Writer Can develop and extend ideas logically in sequenced sentences  (may still be overly detailed or brief)

Writer Can generally use paragraphs accurately based on a theme and, where appropriate, use headings and sub-headings

Writer Can structure and organise work clearly  e.g. beginning, middle, end; letter structure

Standard 3

Working at greater depth

Can apply a range of the above skills confidently in a range of contexts.



H Can write neatly, legibly and accurately, maintaining a joined style

Sp pells words with ch, -gue/que, sc and words with the sound spelt ei, eigh or ey. Spells all of the commonly misspelt words.

W,S,T
Can use a more varied and rich vocabulary  (should be words not usually used by a child of that age and not technical words taught as 

part of topic)

W,S,T
Can extend sentences confidently using a wide range of conjunctions or prepositions of time  e.g. before, after a while, during, next, 

soon after, meanwhile

W,S,T
Can extend sentences confidently using a range of conjunctions of cause e.g. explanation conjunctions – because, so, since, 

consequently, therefore, as a result

W,S,T Can use present perfect form of verbs e.g. He has gone out to play. Instead of He went out to play.

W,S,T Can use adjectives and adverbs for description

W,S,T
Can use expanded noun phrases by adding modifying adjectives and prepositions e.g. the strict teacher with curly hair, the tall, skinny 

girl on the wall

W,S,T Can use fronted adverbials followed by a comma e.g. in the blink of an eye, as the clock struck midnight,

W,S,T Can use figurative language e.g. onomatopoeia, simile, metaphor

W,S,T Can use pronouns appropriately to avoid the awkward repetition of nouns

P
Can use most punctuation accurately, including full stops and capital letters and at least 3 of the following in 1 piece of writing: 

question mark, exclamation mark, comma, apostrophe

P
Can use inverted commas and mostly use other punctuation correctly to punctuate direct speech e.g. all rules to punctuate direct 

speech

Writer Can write for a range of real purposes and audiences e.g. narrative, explanation and description

Writer Can structure and organise work clearly  e.g. beginning, middle, end; letter structure

Writer Can create a plan and use it to support writing

Writer Can proof-read for errors and make improvements to writing e.g. add missing words or punctuation, add adjectives or adverbs

Writer Can use paragraphs based on a theme and, where appropriate, use headings and sub-headings

Writer Can usually use correct grammatical constructions in sentences  e.g. noun and verb generally agree etc.

Standard 4

Working at greater depth

Can apply a range of the above skills confidently in a range of contexts.



H Can produce legible, joined handwriting

Sp Can spell most words correctly, including common exception words (years 3 and 4)

Sp Can spell some words correctly, including common exception words (years 5 and 6)

Sp Can convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes (-ate, -ise, -ify) and uses verb pre-fixes (dis-, de-, mis-, over-, re-)

W,S,T

Can use some cohesive devices across AND within paragraphs  e.g. time– yesterday, next, a few weeks later; cause and effect – because, when, 

if, so, therefore, consequently, this means that etc; addition – moreover, in addition etc; opposition – however, on the other hand etc; variety of 

nouns, pronouns and noun phrases; consistent style and viewpoint – e.g. personal (1st)/impersonal (3rd), formal/informal etc

W,S,T Can use different verb forms mostly accurately   e.g. simple, progressive, perfect, imperative, infinitive

Can use coordinating conjunctions  - fanboys – for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so  

AND subordinating conjunctions  e.g. although, because, since, so etc

W,S,T
Can use a range of clause structures and sometimes vary their position in a sentence e.g.  fronted adverbials; subordinate clause; relative clause; 

short, sharp statement

W,S,T
Can use adverbs, preposition phrases and expanded noun phrases  e.g. preposition phrases – through the air, towards the wall; expanded noun 

phrases – the girl on the wall or the tall, skinny girl

P Can use capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for contraction mostly correctly

P
Can use some of the following – mostly correctly:  inverted commas, commas for clarity, punctuation for parenthesis (  ), semi-colons, dashes, 

colons and hyphens 

Writer Can write for a range of purposes and audiences, including describing settings and characters

Writer Can create a plan and use it to support writing

Writer Can proof read to improve vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

Writer Can use paragraphs to organise ideas

Standard 5

Working at greater depth

Can apply a range of the above skills confidently in a range of contexts.

W,S,T



H Can maintain legibility, fluency and speed in handwriting through choosing whether or not to join specific letters

Sp Can spell most words correctly, including common exception words (years 5 and 6)

W,S,T

Can use some cohesive devices across AND within paragraphs  e.g. time– yesterday, next, a few weeks later; cause and effect – because, when, if, so, 

therefore, consequently, this means that etc; addition – moreover, in addition etc; opposition – however, on the other hand etc; variety of nouns, pronouns 

and noun phrases; consistent style and viewpoint – e.g. personal (1st)/impersonal (3rd), formal/informal etc

W,S,T Can use different verb forms mostly accurately  e.g. simple, progressive, perfect, imperative, infinitive

Can use coordinating conjunctions - fanboys – for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so  

AND subordinating conjunctions e.g. although, because, since, so etc

W,S,T

Can use a range of devices, within and across sentences and paragraphs e.g. time– yesterday, next, a few weeks later; cause and effect – because, when, if, 

so, therefore, consequently, this means that etc; addition – moreover, in addition etc; opposition – however, on the other hand etc; variety of nouns, 

pronouns and noun phrases; consistent style and viewpoint – e.g. personal (1st)/impersonal (3rd), formal/informal etc

W,S,T Can use passive and modal verbs, mostly appropriately e.g. passive – the window was broken; modal – might, should, could

W,S,T
Can use a wide range of clause structures, sometimes varying their position within the sentence e.g.  fronted adverbials; subordinate clause; relative clause; 

short, sharp statement

W,S,T
Can use adverbs, preposition phrases and expanded noun phrases effectively to add detail, qualification and precision e.g. preposition phrases – through the 

air, towards the wall; expanded noun phrases – the angry girl on the wall or the tall, skinny girl

P Can use capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for contraction mostly correctly

P
Can use inverted commas, commas for clarity and punctuation for parenthesis (  ) mostly correctly and make some correct use of semi-colons, dashes, colons 

and hyphens

Writer Can write for a range of purposes and audiences, including describing settings and characters

Writer Can create a plan and use it to support writing

Writer Can proof-read to improve grammar, vocabulary and punctuation 

Writer Can use paragraphs to organise ideas

Writer Can create atmosphere and integrate dialogue to convey character and advance the action

Writer Can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect the level of formality required, mostly correctly

P Can use the full range of punctuation taught at KS2, including colons and semi-colons to mark the boundary between independent clauses, mostly correctly

W,S,T Can select verb forms for meaning and effect  (see examples above)

Writer Can manage shifts between levels of formality through selecting vocabulary precisely and by manipulating grammatical structures

Working above age expected (greater depth)

Year 6

W,S,T


